
 

SUMMER 2016/17 



 

Hi Readers! 

Summer has arrived and so now is the perfect time to grab a book or 
two, stretch out on the sofa or banana  lounge to cool down and  
chill-out.  Whether you are vacationing by the beach, the bush  or 
taking a well -earned break at home, take time out, spoil yourself – 
you deserve it!   

 

Let our ALL ABOUT BOOKS be your RELAXATION guide to 
keep you cool and happy all Summer with our great reading 

suggestions. 

 

This issue contains all of the usual reading ideas including fiction, 
non-fiction, young adult, children, eBooks, eAudio & staff favourites. 
You will even find some pre-published titles you might not have 
known are on the way.  

Happy Reading! 

Information Access Team 

 

PS - If all our reading suggestions have inspired you why not take 
part in our Summer Reading Club for Kids or our Summer  
Reading Challenge for Adults. For more details ask Library Staff or 
view online via the Library Catalogue. 

Foreword 

SOME EXCITING NEWS 

I recently discovered Paula Hawkins, the author of 
‘The Girl on the Train’ has written a new book, coming 
out the middle of next year called, ‘Into the Water’; 
from what I‘ve read it’s another addictive  
psychology thriller.  

 

This is very exciting news for fans of ‘The Girl on the 
Train’. I myself can’t wait to see if it will be just as  
gripping. Look out for it around May next year.  

Jody 



 

ALL ABOUT READING SUGGESTIONS 

Fiction 

Non Fiction 

Young Adult 

Children 

eBooks 

eAudio 

ALL ABOUT Australian Women Writers 

A selection of our favourite and best loved          

Australian Women Writers. 

ALL ABOUT STAFF FAVOURITES 2016 

See what the City of Parramatta Library staff 

have picked as their favourite books read in 

2016. 

ALL ABOUT READ, WATCH PLAY 

A librarian created blog with monthly reading 

themes to inspire your next read. 
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All about….. Fiction! 

Runemarks        (Runemarks; v1.) 

by  Joanne M. Harris 

It's been five hundred years since the end of the 
world and society has rebuilt itself anew. The old 
Norse gods are no longer revered. Their tales 
have been banned. Magic is outlawed, and a new 
religion - the Order - has taken its place. 

 

The Blood Mirror        (Lightbringer; v4.) 

by  Brent Weeks 

Stripped of both magical and political power, the 
people he once ruled told he's dead, and now       
imprisoned in his own magical dungeon, former   
Emperor Gavin Guile has no prospect of escape.  
 
But the world faces a calamity greater than the   
Seven Satrapies has ever seen . . . and only he 
can save it.  

As the armies of the White King defeat the 
Chromeria and old gods are born anew, the fate of 
worlds will come down to one question: who is the 
Lightbringer?  



 

Not the Same River 

by  Anne Lalaguna 

The story of two people who make decisions on 
the spur of the moment that have unforeseen 
and life-changing consequences. Not the Same 
River spans a period of eighteen months in the 
lives of two very successful, single people in their 
late 30s; Jack Millfield, an advertising agency 
executive; and Dr Maggie Savernake, a           
university lecturer. Former fellow students, they 
meet again after many years at a reunion in  
London and attempt to recreate their previous 
romantic liaison - with unexpected and            
disastrous consequences for both of them.  

Margaret the First 

by  Danielle Dutton 

'I am as Ambitious as ever any of my Sex was, is, 
or can be; though I cannot be Henry the Fifth, or 
Charles the Second, yet I endeavour to be         
Margaret the First.'  

When Margaret Cavendish addressed the Royal 
Society in 1667, Samuel Pepys recorded that her 
dress was 'so antic and her deportment so         
unordinary, that I do not like her at all'. And             
indeed, here vividly brought to life by Danielle       
Dutton, the shy, gifted, and wildly unconventional 
duchess is wholly 'unordinary', and all the better 
for it.  



 

All about….. Fiction! 

The Hermit 

by  Thomas Rydahl 

A car is found crashed on a beach in the Canary 
Island resort of Fuerteventura. In the trunk is a  
cardboard box containing the body of a small boy - 
no one knows his name, and there is no trace of a 
driver.  

The last thing Fuerteventura needs is a murder.  
The island's already got half-empty bars and  
windswept beaches, and the local police are under 
pressure to cut the investigation short.  



 

Death Going Down 

by  Maria Angelica Bosco 

Frida Eidinger is young, beautiful and lying 
dead in the lift of a luxury Buenos Aires       
apartment block. It looks like suicide, and yet 
none of the building's residents can be      
trusted; the man who discovered her is a 
womanising drunk; her husband is behaving 
strangely; and upstairs, a photographer and 
his sister appear to be hiding something     
sinister.  

 



 

All about….. Fiction! 

The Chocolate Tin 

by  Fiona McIntosh 

Alexandra Frobisher is a modern-thinking  
woman with hopes of a career in England's  
famous chocolate-making town of York. She has 
received several proposals of marriage, although 
none of them promises that elusive extra – love.  

Matthew Britten-Jones is a man of charm and 
strong social standing. He impresses Alex and 
her parents with his wit and intelligence, but 
would an amicable union be enough for a  
fulfilling life together?  

The Education of Dixie Dupree 

by  Donna Everhart 

In 1969, Dixie Dupree is eleven years old and 
already an expert liar. Sometimes the lies are for 
her mama, Evie’s sake to explain away a bruise 
brought on by her quick-as-lightning temper. And 
sometimes the lies are to spite Evie, who longs 
to leave her unhappy marriage in Perry County, 
Alabama, and return to her beloved New       
Hampshire.  



 

Virgins 

by  Diana Gabaldon 

1740: Young Jamie Fraser has left Scotland and, 
with his best friend Ian Murray, is running with a 
band of mercenaries in France.  

Both men have good reason not to go back to 
their homeland: both are nursing wounds, and 
despite their best efforts to remedy the situation, 
both are still virgins.  

So when a Jewish doctor hires them to escort his 
granddaughter to Paris, they readily agree. Both 
men are instantly drawn to the beautiful young 

Beyond the Orchard 

by  Anna Romer 

Lucy Briar has arrived home in turmoil after years 
overseas. She’s met her fiancé in London and 
has her life mapped out, but something is holding 
her back. 

Hoping to ground herself and find answers, Lucy 
settles into once familiar routines. But old tortured 
feelings flood Lucy’s existence when her beloved 
father, Ron, is hospitalised and Morgan – the man 
who drove her away all those years ago – seeks 
her out. 
 



 

All about….. Fiction! 

Days Without end 

by  Sebastian Barry 

After signing up for the US army in the 1850s, aged 
barely seventeen, Thomas McNulty and his        
brother-in-arms, John Cole, go on to fight in the             
Indian wars and, ultimately, the Civil War. Having 
fled terrible hardships they find these days to be    
vivid and filled with wonder, despite the horrors they 
both see and are complicit in.  



 

The Spy  

by  Paulo Coelho 

When Mata Hari arrived in Paris she was 
penniless. Soon she was feted as the most 
elegant woman in the city. A dancer who 
shocked and delighted audiences, as a          
confidante and courtesan she bewitched the 
era's richest and most powerful men.  

But as paranoia consumed a country at war, 
Mata Hari's lifestyle brought her under  
suspicion.  



 

All about….. Non Fiction! 

Victoria the Queen 

by  Julia Baird 

The extraordinary story of the world's most          
influential, intriguing and surprising ruler,  
Queen Victoria.  

When Alexandrina Victoria was crowned Queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and          
Ireland on 20 June 1837, she was 18 years old 
and barely five feet tall. Her subjects were            
fascinated and intrigued; some felt sorry for her.  

Try Hard: Tales From The Life of a Needy 

Over Achiever 

by  Em Rusciano 

Funny, feisty and fabulous, Em Rusciano's      
insights into her world of mayhem, marriage and 
motherhood are a laugh-out-loud, cry-out-loud 
balm for the soul.  

From her exploits at the Miss Sheila Fancypants 
School of Dance and her efforts to secure a solo 
at her end-of-year performance, to embracing 
the spotlight as an Australian Idol contestant 
and her deep and abiding love for John          
Farnham, Em Rusciano is a self-confessed      
bottomless pit of anxiety with a taste for glitter.  



 

Rolling With The Punchlines: A Memoir 

by  Urzila Carlson 

Written with her trademark deadpan humour,          
Urzila's memoir is full of great stories about both 
the big things in life and the little things...Urzila's        
accidental beginning in stand-up has led to an           
incredibly successful career in comedy, with 
regular gigs on television as well as sell-out 
shows in comedy festivals across New Zealand 
and Australia  

The Answer 

by  Alan & Barbara Pease 

This ground-breaking, category-killer from         
internationally acclaimed authors Allan and    
Barbara Pease will show you that changing your 
life starts with asking the right questions.  

The Answer: - Helps you take the first step        
towards change and decide what you want - 
Gives you the confidence to change your job, 
relationship or lifestyle - Discusses new scientific 
research into the brain's ability to drive success.  



 

All about….. Non Fiction! 

Little Fish Are Sweet 

by  Matthew Condon 

Little Fish Are Sweet is Matthew Condon's      
extraordinary personal account of writing the 
Three Crooked Kings trilogy. When Condon first 
interviewed disgraced former police             
commissioner Terry Lewis, he had no idea that it 
would be the start of a turbulent six-year               
journey. As hundreds of people came forward to 
share their powerful and sometimes shocking 
stories, decades of crime and corruption were 
revealed in a new light.  



 

The Princess Diarist 

by  Carrie Fisher 

Today, her fame as an author, actress, and               
pop-culture icon is indisputable, but in 1977, 
Carrie Fisher was just a (sort-of) regular 
teenager.  

With these excerpts from her handwritten 
notebooks, The Princess Diarist is Fisher’s 
intimate and revealing recollection of what 
happened on one of the most famous film 
sets of all time and what developed behind 
the scenes.  



 

All about….. Non Fiction! 

Boost Your Brain Power in 60 Seconds 

by  Michelle Shoffro Cook 

A new disease is emerging as the leading killer of 
North Americans: Scientists are predicting that          
within 8 years, brain disease will kill or disable 
more people than cancer and heart disease           
combined. 

In Boost Your Brain Power in 60 Seconds,  
Dr. Michelle Schoffro Cook aims to turn this  
prediction around with her prescriptive and proven 
plan.   

If You’re in a Dogfight, Become a Cat! 

by  Leonard Sherman 

Leonard Sherman draws on four decades of 
experience in management consulting, venture 
capital, and teaching business strategy at        
Columbia Business School to share practical 
advice on two of the most vexing issues facing 
business executives: why is it so hard to 
achieve long-term profitable growth, and what 
can companies do to break away from the 
pack?  

Due for publication in February 2017 



 

Food for Life 

by  Michelle Bridges 

In Food for Life, Michelle shows us how to cook for 
a lifetime of wellbeing and fitness, and reminds us 
that we each have the power to choose better 
health through our food. 

Michelle includes 200 delicious recipes, using         
accessible nutrient-dense ingredients, suitable for 
singles, couples and families.  

The Doctor 

by  Dr Karl Kruszelnicki 

No need for the Tardis when you can mind travel 
through "wibbly-wobbly" theories of Time Travel, 
how alcohol makes you speak louder, how to tell 
what part of a movie the audience is watching 
without looking, and why Americans are no     
longer the tallest people on Earth. What will the 
discovery of Gravitational Waves do for you? 
Why do you sleep badly in an unfamiliar bed?  

The Doctor lays it all down - without resorting to a 
Sonic Screwdriver.  



 

All about….. Great Young Adult Reads! 

Sweet! Celebrations: My Cupcake Addiction 

by  Elise Strachan 

Imaginative, playful and occasional cakes are 
Elise's specialty.  

In Sweet! Celebrations she shares edible      
delights that anyone can tackle with a few basic 
tools and a trip to the local supermarket,         
including delicious creations for Halloween, 
Birthdays, Valentines and Christmas.  



 

Down the Dirt Roads 

by  Rachael Treasure 

Down the Dirt Roads starts as a heartfelt 
and moving insight into the life of a single 
mother displaced from her home, and        
becomes a ground breaking and powerful 
book about healing, health and hope.  

Nourishing and sustaining, it presents a 
practical and positive vision of what life on 
our land could become.  



 

All about….. Great Young Adult Reads! 

The Forgetting 

by  Sharon Cameron 

What isn't written, isn't remembered. Even your 
crimes. Nadia lives in the city of Canaan, where 
life is safe and structured, hemmed in by white 
stone walls and no memory of what came before. 
But every twelve years the city descends into the 
bloody chaos of the Forgetting, a day of no  
remorse, when each person's memories -- of        
parents, children, love, life, and self -- are lost. 
Unless they have been written.  

Fate of Flames    (Effigies; v1.) 

by  Sarah Raughley 

When Phantoms massive beasts made from 
nightmares and darkness suddenly appeared 
and began terrorizing the world, four girls, the 
Effigies, each gained a unique power to control 
one of the classical elements: earth, air, fire, 
and water. Since then, four girls across the 
world have continually fought against the            
Phantoms, fulfilling their cosmic duty.  



 

Freedom Swimmer 

by  Wai Chim 

Ming survived the famine that killed his parents 
during China's 'Great Leap Forward', and lives a 
hard but adequate life, working in the fields. 
When a group of city boys come to the village as 
part of a Communist Party re-education           
program, Ming and his friends aren't sure what 
to make of the new arrivals. They're not used to 
hard labour and village life. But despite his        
reservations, Ming befriends a charming city boy 
called Li. The two couldn't be more different, but 
slowly they form a bond over evening swims and 
shared dreams.  

The Greatest Show of All 

by  Jane Eagland 

Kitty's father won't let her follow her dreams and 
so, when Huxley's Circus comes to town, she 
disguises herself as a stable-lad and is taken on 
under the name of Kit. In her new role Kitty 
works with dark-eyed, curly-haired Jack and falls 
head over heels. But Jack is in love with Sara 
the tightrope-walker. But Sara has a secret of 
her own...  



 

All about….. Great Young Adult Reads! 

Fly On The Wall 

by  E. Lockhart 

At the Manhattan School of Art and Music, 
where everyone is unique and everyone is 
'different', Gretchen Yee feels ordinary. It 
doesn't help that she's known as the girl who 
sits alone at lunch, drawing pictures of her fa-
vourite superhero, just so she won't have to talk 
to anyone. Her best (and only real) friend is 
there for her, but that's only if she's not busy - 
she's always busy!  



 

Hexen Haus 

by  Nikki McWatter 

In 1628, Veronica and her brother flee for 
their lives into the German woods after their 
father is burned at the stake.  

At the dawn of the eighteenth century,   
Scottish maid Katherine is lured into  
political dissent after her parents are  
butchered for their beliefs.  

In present-day Australia, Paisley navigates 
her way through the burning torches of 
small-town gossip after her mother’s           
new-age shop comes under scrutiny.  



 

The Graces    (Graces; v1.) 

by  Laure Eve 

Everyone said the Graces were witches.  

They moved through the corridors like sleek fish, 
ripples in their wake. Stares followed their backs 
and their hair. They had friends, but they were 
just distractions. They were waiting for someone 
different. All I had to do was show them that  
person was me.  

The Amateurs            (Amateurs; v1.) 

by  Sara Shepard 

When Aerin Kelly was eleven, she idolised her 
seventeen-year-old sister, Helena, and they did 
everything together. They made Claymation  
movies and posted them to YouTube. They made 
fun of Windmere-Carruthers, the private school 
they attended, they invented new flavours for 
their parents' organic ice cream shop, and they 
dressed up their golden retriever, Buster. But 
when Helena went into senior year things started 
to change.  

All about….. Great Young Adult Reads! 



 

The Whisper of Persia     (Girl in the mirror; v3.) 

by  Philip J. Gould 

He destroyed her life. Now, she'll destroy his 
deadly plans. 

Sophie had been right with her assertions not to 
trust Dominic Schilling. After all, he had killed her 
mother. Now, he had taken the sons of GYGES 
for himself; ninety kids with the same genetic    
enhancements as her own; strength, intelligence, 
endurance, longevity and the ability to become 
invisible. This could never be a good thing. 

Tales From The Shadowhunter Academy 

Assorted Authors 

An illustrated collection of ten stories about        
Simon Lewis, star of Cassandra Clare's               
internationally bestselling series The Mortal           
Instruments, as he trains to become a           
Shadowhunter.  



 

All about….. Children! 

The Sticky Witch 

by  Hilary McKay 

Tom, Ellie and Whiskers the Cat have to go and 
live with witchy Aunt Tab when their parents set 
off on a raft around the world. But staying with 
Aunt Tab turns out to be worse than they first 
thought - everything in her house is covered 
with sticky treacle! Can Tom and Ellie escape, 
or are they stuck?  



 

Aidan Abet Teacher’s Pet 

by  Guy Bass 

Aidan Abet knows the key to surviving at 
school - it's making himself indispensable to 
the teacher. Unfortunately there's something 
distinctly odd about new teacher Miss Vowel 
and her menagerie of animals. It almost 
seems that the animals warn Aidan of           
danger...Should Aidan help the animals, or is 
his dedication to teacher-pleasing just too 
ingrained?  



 

All about….. Children! 

Baxter’s Books 

by  Hrefna Bragadottir 

Baxter LOVES books! He likes      
stories about scary wolves, cuddly 
bears and cute rabbits. But when 
Baxter auditions to star in a book, the 
judges cut his dream short when they 
move onto to the next hopefuls 
(scary Wolf, cuddly Bear and cute 
Rabbit). Poor Baxter! He knows he 
can't be like them and decides he 
doesn't want to be in a book          
anymore.  

If I Could Drive, Mama 

by  Cari Best 

When Charlie turns a cardboard box 
into a car, he can't wait for Mama to 
be his first passenger--and she is 
happy to go along. 
 
He adjusts the mirror, checks to 
make sure there is enough gas, and 
reminds Mama to buckle up. Then off 
they go on their adventure.  



 

Too Many Cheeky Dogs 

by  Johanna Bell & Dion Beasley 

'On Monday I went to my auntie's 
house and guess what I saw? ONE 
yellow cheeky dog sleeping on the 
floor.' 
 
So begins this cheeky story set in a 
remote Indigenous community,  
romping through numbers, colours 
and days of the week to the hilarious 
finale.  

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam - 

the Diamond Chase 

by  Tracey Corderoy 

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam have 
swapped their life of crime for a         
career in cupcakes.  

But when they're asked to bake for a 
seriously swanky party, Shifty and 
Sam find themselves caught up in the 
middle of a robbery.   



 

All about….. eBooks! 

Tiny Little Thing 

by  Beatriz Williams 

In the summer of 1966, Christina Hardcastle, 
Tiny to her illustrious family, stands on the brink 
of a breathtaking future. Of the three Schuyler 
sisters, she’s the one raised to marry a man 
destined for leadership, and with her elegance 
and impeccable style, she presents a perfect 
camera-ready image in the dawning age of  
television politics. Together she and her       
husband, Frank, make the ultimate power       
couple: intelligent, rich, and impossibly         
attractive.  



 

There was a crooked man 

by  K.J. Larsen     (Cat DeLuca Mystery; v5.) 

Chicago private eye Cat DeLuca, founder of 
the Pants on Fire Detective Agency, catches 
liars and cheats-and, from time to time,  
killers. 
 
Cat's brief marriage to runaround Johnnie  
Rizzo was a bust. But it gave her the mad 
skills she needed for her agency. She doesn't 
investigate for insurance companies and she 
won't find your long lost Uncle Harry. But if 
you're in Chicagoland and you suspect your 
partner is stepping out, give her a call. 



 

All about….. eBooks! 

Fearless  

by  Fiona Higgins 

Six strangers from across the world meet on the 
tropical island of Bali to attend a course designed 
to help them face their fears. Their backgrounds 
are as diverse as their fears - which range from 
flying, public speaking and heights, through to 
intimacy, failure and death.  



 

The Fifth Avenue Artists Society 

by  Joy Callaway 

Devastated after being jilted by the boy next 
door, Ginny Loftin turns to writing in an       
attempt to rewrite their story with a better 
ending. But it is among the painters,           
musicians, actors and other writers she 
meets at a Fifth Avenue salon that she finds 
new purpose and a second chance at love.  



 

All about….. eAudio Books! 

Do you listen to eAudiobooks on your mobile/tablet, or read online magazines 
from the library? Soon, they’ll be in one convenient app! 

Early in 2017, OneClickdigital eAudiobook and Zinio eMagazine apps will 
merge into one app with a new name, RBdigital. 

When the app is ready, OneClickdigital users will be prompted to update your 
app, and the new app will appear on your device. Zinio users will be prompted 
to find the new RBdigital app in your app store and download. 

Any magazines in your personal collection will be synched across to the new 
app. Your logons for OneClickdigital & Zinio will be merged when you log on, 
and from then you’ll be able to access eMagazines & eAudiobooks in one 
place.  The new app features improved navigation and search functions, and 
should be easier to use! 

 



 

Keep You Close 

by  Lucie Whitehouse 

When the brilliant young         

painter Marianne Glass is found 

dead in her snow-covered        

Oxford garden, her closest 

friend, Rowan Winter, knows it 

wasn't an accident.  

 

Eligible 

by  Curtis Sittenfeld 

The Bennet sisters have been         
summoned to come home to            
suburban Cincinnati to look         
after their father as he recovers 
from surgery. However, soon 
enough they are being berated 
for their single status by their 
mother. For two successful 
women in their late thirties, it 
really is too much to bear.   

 



 

All about….. eAudio Books! 

Love in the Time of Cholera 

by  Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Fifty-one years have passed since 
Fermina Daza rebuffed hopeless  
romantic Florentino Ariza's                 
impassioned advances and married 
Dr Juvenal Urbino instead. During 
that time, Flornetino has loved no 
one but Fermina. Having sworn his 
eternal love to her, he lives for the 
day when he can court her again.  

Ashley Bell 

by  Dean Koontz 

Bibi Blair is a fierce, funny,         
dauntless young woman - whose 
doctor says she has one year to 
live. She replies, "We'll see." Her 
sudden recovery is a medical         
miracle. An enigmatic woman       
convinces Bibi that she escaped 
death so that she can save        
someone else.  



 

Pastures Nouveaux 

by  Wendy Holden 

Rosie and her boyfriend Mark are city 
folk who have always dreamt of a tiny 
countryside cottage.  
The nouveaux-riches Samantha and 
Guy are also seeking rural bliss 
 - a mansion complete with mile long 
drive and a team of gardeners.  

I can’t wait to try the new app when it comes out! I must admit to going a 

little bit crazy downloading eAudio Books lately. The collection of titles is 

growing all the time, I really have trouble deciding on a title! 

Over the last month I have been listening to the Outlander series by  

Diana Gabaldon.  

I am currently up to Drums of Autumn and am loving it!  

Jody 

 

 

This is a look at the new app coming out in early 2017. 



 

All about….. Australian Women Writers! 

This year a lot of us here at the Library decided we would like to show our       

support and raise awareness of the talented writing of Australian Women         

Writers. As a result some of us made the decision to join up and participate in 

the Australian Women Writer’s Challenge 2016. 

If I am honest it wasn't much of a challenge as a lot of us already read a vast 

amount of books written by Australian Women Writers.  

On the following pages are a selection of the writers we voted as our  

top 5 favourites. Maybe you will discover a writer you haven’t read before! 

If you would like more information on the Australian Women Writer’s             

Challenge go to http://australianwomenwriters.com/ 



 

Between a Wolf And a Dog 

by  Georgia Blain 

Ester is a family therapist with an                 
appointment book that catalogues the woes 
of the middle class. She spends her days 
helping others find happiness, but her own 
family relationships are tense and frayed.   

Estranged from both her sister, April, and her 
ex-husband, Lawrence, Ester wants to be 
able to let herself fall in love again.  



 

All about….. Australian Women Writers! 

A Guide to Berlin 

by  Gail Jones 

A group of six international travellers, two Italians, 
two Japanese, an American and an Australian, 
meet in empty apartments in Berlin to share      
stories and memories. Each is enthralled in some 
way to the work of Vladimir Nabokov, and each is 
finding their way in deep winter in a haunted city.   

A moment of devastating violence shatters the 
group, and changes the direction of everyone's 
story.  



 

Burial Rites 

by  Hannah Kent 

In northern Iceland, 1829, Agnes              
Magnusdottir is condemned to death for her 
part in the brutal murder of two men. 

Agnes is sent to wait out the time leading to 
her execution on the farm of District Officer 
Jon Jonsson, his wife and their two            
daughters. Horrified to have a convicted  
murderess in their midst, the family avoids 
speaking with Agnes. Only Toti, the young 
assistant reverend appointed as Agnes'         
spiritual guardian, is compelled to try to       
understand her, as he attempts to salvage 
her soul.  



 

All about….. Australian Women Writers! 

Belinda Alexandra 

Emily Bitto 

Georgia Blain 

Geraldine Brooks 

Trudi Canavan 

Isobelle Carmody 

Ber Carrol 

Maxine Beneba Clarke 

Annabel Crabb 

Brooke Davis 

Michelle De Krester 

Joy Dettman 

Anne Devenson 

Miles Franklin 

Kerry Greenwood 

Fiona Higgins 

Kate Forsyth 

Candice Fox 

Peggy Frew 

Helen Garner 

Kelly Gardiner 

Kate Grenville 

Traci Harding 

Anita Heiss 

Chloe Hooper 

Elizabeth Jolley 

Rachel Johns 

Gail Jones 

Kylie Kaden 

Hannah Kent 

Margo Lanagan 

Sophie Laguna 

Stephanie Laurens 

Kathy Lette 

Gabrielle Lord 

Maureen McCarthy 

Colleen McCullough 

Tamara McKinley 

Kim Mahood 

Melina Marchetta 

Juliet Marillier 

Sophie Masson             

Drusilla Modjeska               

Josephine Moon 

Sally Morgan 

Liane Moriarty 

Nicola Moriarty 

Di Morrissey 

Kate Morton 

Tara Moss 

Judy Nunn 

Deborah O’Brien 

Caroline Overington 

Ruth Park 

Anna Romer 

Hazel Rowley 

Inga Simpson 

Christina Stead 

M. L. Stedman 

Rachael Treasure 

Nicola Trope 

Brenda Walker 

Christine Wells 

Kim Wilkins 

Alexis Wright 



 

Free-Falling 

by  Nicola Moriarty 

Belinda's life is in free-fall after the sudden 
death of her fiance Andy. But then ghostly 
signs begin to appear which suggest he 
might not really be gone. And Belinda begins 
to tumble even further. Will his final parting 
gift be enough to save her? Evelyn McGavin, 
Andy's mum, is also struggling. She copes 
with her sorrow by shoplifting (once), hating 
Belinda (constantly) and jumping out of a 
plane. In her skydiving instructor, Baz, she 
finds an unexpected friend. But why is he so 
agitated when he hears how Andy died?  



 

All about….. Staff Favourites 2016! 

This year has been huge for us here at the Library. We have said goodbye to 2 

of our Branch Libraries, Granville and Guildford and welcomed into our Library 

Service - Newington, Epping and Carlingford.  

While we may have been busy working really hard we still, being the dedicated 

readers we are, found lots of time to read some great books this year. Some of 

them released this year and other old favourites just discovered. 

Have a look a the varied selection of our top picks for books we have read this 

year. You never know, you might just find your next favourite!  

Happy Reading 

Jody 

PS - A big THANK YOU to all of my colleagues who contributed. 



 

The Hanging Girl    (Department Q; v6.) 

by  Jussi Adler Olsen 

In the middle of a hard-won morning nap in 
the basement of police headquarters, Carl 
Morck, head of Department Q, receives a 
call from a colleague working on the Danish 
island of Bornholm. Carl is dismissive at first, 
but then he receives some shocking news. 
Carl then has no choice but to lead Depart-
ment Q into the tragic cold case of a viva-
cious seventeen-year-old girl who vanished 
from school, only to be found dead hanging 
high up in a tree.  



 

All about….. Staff Favourites 2016! 

Who’s That Girl 

by  Mhairi McFarlane 

When Edie is caught in a compromising position 
at her colleagues’ wedding, all the blame falls on 
her – turns out that personal popularity in the  
office is not that different from your schooldays. 
Shamed online and ostracised by everyone she 
knows, Edie’s forced to take an extended        
sabbatical – ghostwriting an autobiography for 
hot new acting talent, Elliot Owen. Easy, right?
Wrong. 

Words In Deep Blue 

by  Cath Crowley 

This is a love story. It's the story of Howling 
Books, where readers write letters to strangers, to 
lovers, to poets, to words. It's the story of Henry 
Jones and Rachel Sweetie. They were best 
friends once, before Rachel moved to the sea. 
Now, she's back, working at the bookstore,       
grieving for her brother Cal. She's looking for the 
future in the books people love, and the words 
that they leave behind.  



 

Work Like Any Other  

by  Virginia Reeves 

Roscoe T. Martin, the son of an Alabama coal 
foreman, set his sights on a new type of power 
spreading at the start of the twentieth century: 
electricity. It became his training, his life's work. 
But when his wife Marie inherits her father's        
failing farm, Roscoe has to give it up, with great 
cost to his pride and sense of self, to rescue the 
farm for the sake of his marriage and his family.  

Promise 

by  Sarah Armstrong 

How far would you go to protect a child in  
danger?  
 
When a new family moves in next door, it takes 
Anna just two days to realise something is very 
wrong. She can hear their five-year-old          
daughter Charlie crying, then sees injuries on 
the little girl which cannot be ignored. Anna  
reports the family to the police and social         
services but when no one comes to Charlie's 
aid, Anna understands that she is alone with 
her fears for the child's life.  



 

All about….. Staff Favourites 2016! 

First Tests: Great Australian Cricketers and 

the Backyards That Made Them 

by  Steve Cannane 

Australia has dominated test cricket over the past 
130 years. But it's not the formal cricket          
academies or high-end coaching that are           
responsible for the Australian cricket team's       
winning ways. The backyard has been the real 
academy of Australian cricket. Don Bradman's 
unique grip, stance and backlift all evolved in      
response to the pace at which the golf ball            
rebounded off the tank stand in his backyard 
games.  



 

Only Wounded 

by  Patrick Taylor 

Ireland, home of legendary poets and          
storytellers, has been wracked by bloody, 
sectarian violence over the last quarter          
century. Bombs and guns are the primary 
negotiation tools used by Catholic and 
Protestant extremists in the conflict             
surrounding the sovereignty of Northern          
Ireland, the six counties known as Ulster. 
Only Wounded centres on the hopes and 
despairs of everyday life during these new 
Troubles.  
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Vinegar Girl 

by  Anne Tyler 

Kate Battista is feeling stuck. How did she end 
up running house and home for her eccentric 
scientist father and uppity, pretty younger sister 
Bunny? Plus, she's always in trouble at work – 
her pre-school charges adore her, but the 
adults don't always appreciate her unusual 
opinions and forthright manner.  

The Forgetting Time 

by  Sharon Guskin 

Noah is four and wants to go home. The only 
trouble is he's already there. Janie's son is her 
world, and it breaks her heart that he has          
nightmares. That he's terrified of water.  
That he sometimes pushes her away and 
screams that he wants his real mother.  
In desperation, Janie turns to someone who 
might have an answer - but it may not be one 
she's ready to hear. 

It may also mean losing the one thing she loves 
more than anything.  



 

Just A Girl 

by  Jane Caro 

Determined, passionate, privileged and  
headstrong, Elizabeth was born into a world 
where she felt she didn't belong and had to fight 
to survive.  

Her mother, Anne Boleyn, was executed by her 
father Henry VIII. From that moment on,            
Elizabeth competed with her two half-siblings 
for love and for Britain's throne. In the gilded 
corridors of the royal palace, enemies she 
couldn't see – as well as those bound to her by 
blood – plotted to destroy her.  
 

Grant & 1: Inside And Outside the Go-Betweens 

by  Robert Forster 

Just as The Go-Betweens always defied  
categorisation, Grant & I is like no other rock  
memoir. At its heart is a privileged insight into a  
prolific artistic collaboration that lasted three  
decades, and an extraordinary friendship that rode 
out the band’s break-up to remain strong until 
Grant’s premature death in 2006.  
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Do Not Say We Have Nothing 

by  Madeleine Thien 

An epic and resonant novel about the far-reaching 
effects of China's revolutionary history, told 
through the stories of two interlinked musical  
families, from the 1940s to the present day.  
 
In Canada in 1991, ten-year-old Marie and her 
mother invite a guest into their home: a young 
woman who has fled China in the aftermath of the 
Tiananmen Square protests. Her name is            
Ai-Ming.  



 

Black Rock White City 

by  A.S. Patric 

During a hot Melbourne summer Jovan’s 
cleaning work at a bayside hospital is        
disrupted by acts of graffiti and violence         
becoming increasingly malevolent. For Jovan 
the mysterious words that must be cleaned 
away dislodge the poetry of the past. He and 
his wife Suzana were forced to flee Sarajevo 
and the death of their children.  
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The Hating Game 

by  Sally Thorne 

Lucy Hutton has always been certain that the 
nice girl can get the corner office. She's       
charming and accommodating and prides           
herself on being loved by everyone at Bexley & 
Gamin. Everyone except for coldly efficient,    
impeccably attired, physically intimidating    
Joshua Templeman.  

Behind Closed Doors  

by  B.A. Paris 

Everyone knows a couple like Jack and Grace. 
He has looks and wealth, she has charm and 
elegance.  

You might not want to like them, but you do. 
You'd like to get to know Grace better. But it's 
difficult, because you realise Jack and Grace are 
never apart. Some might call this true love.     
Others might ask why Grace never answers the 
phone. Or how she can never meet for coffee, 
even though she doesn't work. How she can 
cook such elaborate meals but remain so slim. 
And why there are bars on one of the bedroom 
windows.  



 

All the Bright Places 

by  Jennifer Niven 

Theodore Finch is fascinated by death, and he 
constantly thinks of ways he might kill himself. 
But each time, something good, no matter how 
small, stops him. 

Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the 
days until graduation, when she can escape her 
Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of 
her sister's recent death. 
 
When Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the 
bell tower at school, it's unclear who saves 
whom.  

The Couple Next Door 

by  Shari Lapena 

Your neighbour told you that she didn't want 
your six-month-old daughter at the dinner party. 
Your husband said it would be fine. You'll have 
the baby monitor and you'll take it in turns to go 
back every half hour.  

Your daughter was sleeping when you checked 
on her last. But now, as you go up the stairs, 
your worst fears are realised.  

She's gone.  



 

All about….. Read Watch Play! 

 

The READ WATCH PLAY blog is the home of a monthly       

reading group that encourages everyone to ‘read’ & tweet 

about what they are reading. 

Each month has a different theme, even if you don’t tweet  

why not use the themes as reading inspirations.  

‘Reading’ can encompass anything that provides enjoyment, 

knowledge, understanding, and relaxation...be it a book, a 

movie, a game, or a piece of music. 
 

https://readwatchplay.wordpress.com   

#rwpchat     #parralibrary 

 



 

 

 

The JOY of reading - is there any better way to celebrate this month? 

Find your inspiration in a book or dvd 
 —the Library is sure to have something to bring you joy. 

Whether you love reading an old favourite or discovering a new author,  
why not share your joy by joining the conversation. 

Twitter discussion—11am & 8pm December 20 

December 2016               #joyread 



 

All about….. Read Watch Play! 

You can never forget the first time you read, watch or play something 
- no matter how many times you may reread, rewatch or replay it. 

There are so many firsts - first  book by your favourite author, a debut          
author, new genre, new series or new hobby - you are sure to find one in 

the Library. Do you remember your first read? 

Twitter discussion—8pm January 31 

January 2017               #firstread 



 

February 2017               #diverseread 

How diverse is your reading?   
Are you reading about people who are different to you?  

Are you watching films and documentaries about diverse subjects and 
ideas? Why not challenge yourself this month to read, watch or play 

something different - the Library is full of diversity and ideas. 

Twitter discussion—11am & 8pm February 28 



 

 

FIND FOLLOW AND DISCOVER 

CITY OF PARRAMATTA  LIBRARY 

FIND us on Facebook & Pinterest 

At Parra Reads, Parramatta Library’s blog, you can find out about: Book 

groups - Staff picks - Prize Lists - Reviews.  

http://parrareads.parracity.nsw.gov.au/  

 

 

 

FOLLOW us on Twitter 

Check out Facebook for book related news and to keep up to 

date with what’s happening at the library.    

Head to Pinterest for photos, book recommendations and             

featured Australian authors.   

Follow @parralibrary on Twitter for current book news and 

what’s on.  


